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Question thus neeatived.

House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
P and read pravers,

QUESTION-—RABBIT-PROOF FENCE.

Hon. W. T. CLLASHEEN asked the Chief
Secretarv: 1, What is the annual cost of
upkeep of the No. 2 Rabbit-pronf Fence, in-
clrding interest on capital cost? 2, Are
the Pepartment of Agriculture aware that
the gates un the fence can frequently he
fourd standing wide open? 3, How manv
sconvictions have been recorded during the
last Ihree vears against persons leaving the
gates epen? 4, What is the average amount
of the fines imposed?

The CHIFF SECRETARY replied : 1.
£7447. 2, Officers of the Department and
al=o members of Vermin Boards have fonnil
gates open, and in each instanee have en-
deavoured to cateh the offenders. but with-
oul result. 3. Nil. 4, Answered by No. 3.
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BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Trust Funds Investment Aect Amend-
ment.
Pasced.
2, Shipping Ordinance Amendment.

3, Legitimation Aet Amendment.
Transmitted te the Azssembly,

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central) [4.39] in moving
the second reading said: Although this Bill
contains a number of clauses, there is not
mueh of a contentious nature in it, The
printed memorardum attached to the Biil
sets out the necessity for this legislation.
Section 30 of Part 1V. of the Navigation
Act, 1904, ic obseure, and in faet does not
stipulate the survey of local or intra-State
vessels. The proposed new section in the
Rill defines the classes of vessel that this
section shall apply to and sets out the
vessels exeepted from survey under the
statute, including those holding a seagoing
vertificate issued by the hoard of irade
under the Merehant Shipping Aet or by the
Commonwezlth (lovernment under the Com-
monwealth Navigation Act. Provision is
also made to survey vessels once A year
instead of every six months, which brinws
our legislation inte line with other Acts.
including that of the Cominonwealth Gov-
ernment, The Navigation Act, 1904, under
which we are now working only gives
power to survey steamships, whereas the
Rill provides for the survey of all ¢lasses
of vessels inelnding maotor or auxiliary
motor schooners, ete., in addition to steam
driven vessels, thus ensuring the better con-
trol of and the power to survey the small
coasting eraft whieh trade hetween poris
on this coast and are not at present subject
to survey or manning conditions. The Ri'!
also give greater protection to the erews
of such vessels and the owners of cargo.
More particularly is this the case with craft
lightering woo! hetween ports and to
vessels. Provision is also made for the
survev of harbour and river craft, more
particularly in regard to their engines and
hoilers. Provision for this control was in-
clrded in the old Inspection of Machinery
Aet of 1904, but omitted from the amend-
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ing measure of 1922, since which date there
has been no legislation dealing with engines
and boilers of harbour and river craft, such
as the “Zephyr” und “Perth.” The Act of
1904 deleted this power from the Boat
Licensing Act of 1878, With the inereased
power of engines in motor vessels, it is
necessary 10 make provision for the ex-
amination of marine motor engine-drivers
and to compel harbour and river vessels to
employ certificated drivers. Clause 2 of the
Bill inserts in Section 2 of the Navigation
Act, 1904, three definitions that are essen-
tial. The definition of *limited coasting
voyage” is important. Local craft make
short daylight journeys outside the limits
defermnined for ports, amd whilst it is ad-
milted that those craft are eminently suited
to their proper work, it eannot be said that
they are well suited to the making of longer
journeys. This matter has been brought
forward from time to time by interested
people on the North-West coast, and T
think it will be agreed that the definition
is essential, in order that due regard might
be had for safety. Clause 3 is to amend
Section 30 of the Navigation Act of 1904,
as the present application of Part IV. of
that Aet, relating to the survey of steam-
ships, is obsecnre. 1t is very doubttul
whether provision is made in Section 30 for
the application of Part IV. to intra-State
vessels. The clause, T think, makes this

point clear, and also provides for the’

periodic survey of eoastal sailing vessels
and harbour and river steamers. Clanse 4
provides for a survey once a year instead
of every six months. This will not increa<e
the present charges. The proposed amend-
ment also gives the Chief Harbour Master
power to appeint persons to survey harhour
and river vessels in remote ports when ne
offictal surveyors ‘are available. Clause 5
amends parvagraph 5 of Seetion 33 of ‘the
Act of 1904. The Act provided fhat the
Chief Harbonr Master should transmit lists
of steamships, in respect of which certifi-
cates had been issued, to the officers of
Customs of all ports within the jurisdiction.
As the Customs are now under Common-
wealth conirol, it is betier to provide that
those lists shall he published in the pre-
serihed manner. Clanse 6 amends Section
36 of the Act hy exeising the words “six
mouths” and substitutineg the words “one
vear,” thus providing for surveys of vessels
annually, as is the ease in the BEastern
States under the various navigation depart-
ments and the Commonwealth Government.

[COUNCTL.]

Clause 7 provides the fees to be pre-
seribed, These will be on the basis set out
in Section 37 of the Navigation Act, 1904,
but in addition a fee will be provided for
smaller vessels than those mentioned in that
section. Clause 8 amends Section 39 of the
Act and makes the whole section applicable
to ships, not to steamships only. This will
enable a survey to be made of the various
motor-driven vessels and coastal steamers
that convey cargo from port to port, or
lighter wool to vessels, thus ensoring greater
protection for the crew and for the owners
of the eargo. It is an important amend-
ment. In Clanse 12 provision is made for
the examination of marine motor engine
drivers, and also for compelling the owners
of vessels plying for hire to have only cer-
tificated men in charge of their boats. With
the ineréased power of the engines now in-
stalled in various motor-driven pleasure ves-
sels, it is mecessary to see that the drivers
of such engines are competent to be in
charge when vessels are carrying large num-
bers of persons. This clause will appeal
to most members, hecanse it is of the utmost
importance that those in charge of human
life should be eempetent persons, certified
by an expert board following on examina-
tion,

Hon. E. H, Harris: Are yon providing for
the issne of certificates to those already
occupying such positions?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is not
provided for. It is a point that might hear
investigation. If the Bill become law, all
persons oceupying such positions to-day will
be compelled to undergo examination. IT
it is sufficiently important that a man newly
appointed to suech a job should hold a cer-
tiieate, it is equally important that the
man already in the job also should hold
one.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I see no provision
for it in the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, hat
the point will be attended to. Of course.
hardship might arise if & man who has satis-
factorilv ocenpied snch a position for many
vears has to lose his job through heing un-
able to pass a theoretie examination. T
will have the point innnired into. The Bill
aims. not at doing injnstice to anvhody, bnt
merelv at tightenine wp the existing law
and providing for the safetv of the travel-
ling public. Section 30 of the Act provides
that Part TV. of the Aect shall apply to all
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stewnships engaged in the trade of eonvey-
ing passengers from any port within the
Jurisdiction to any port in any other parl
of His Majesty’s dominions, The Crown
Law Department advise that that word
“other” debars Australia from the applica-
tion of Part IV,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Will the Bill
apply to privately-owned motor launches on
the river, or only to those plyingz for hire?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Those
plying for hire.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will it not he a big
tax on an auxiliary schooner or lighter if
it be necessary to have a special man to
run the motor and do nothing else?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: 1 should
say it will only be nceessary for a man
(ualified to control a schooner on the coast
to pass a certain examination in respect of
the engine.

Hon. G. W. Ailes: Will not the anion
cowne in and say, “Your job is merely to
drive that engine, not to work the eargo or
handle the boat”?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T do not
think that position will arise. Tuecidentally,
the Bill has been introduced largely at the
request of people on the North-West coast.
No objection should he taken to a man driv-
ing a motor and, when not so engaged. doing
other work about the vessel.

Hon. &. W. Miles: But objection may be
taken, as it has heen taken in respect of,
say, carpenters and plumbers.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
quite right where there is plenty of work
for both. However, that does not apply to
boats on the North-West coast, where the
driving of the motor would not be sufficient
to keep a man emploved full time. The hon.
member need not fear anvthing in that
direction, for eommon =ense will he oh-
served, just as it is to-dayv. The Bill has
heen framed to meet all the objections raized
from time to time from different sources
‘and different parts of the State. T have
gone through it very ecarefully, and have
ennsulted the officers and discussed the vari-
ous provisions with them. I raiced my oh-
jections and met theirs, and in addition con-
snlted the Crown Law authorities on various
points. Last vear a enmprehensive measure
was placed before me for my peruzal, hut
T did not feel disrosed to shoulder the re-
sponsibility of dealing with it then. The
snhjeets contained in the Bill were not of
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sufticient importance to cngage the time of
Parliament to the extent that would have
been necessary. The Bill we are now con-
sidering 13 in a wmore concrete form, and
it is only a small part of the Bill that was
submitted to me fast vear. I had no hesila-
tion in agreeing to ifs contents, and there-
fore it is with confidence that T sulimit it to
the Honse. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles debate
ad journed.

BILL—SOLDIER LAND SETTLE-
MENT.- -

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 7th September.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.4]: Wken the
Chief Secretary presented the Bill to the
House, he stated that the Commonwealth
Government had been very generous towards
Western Australia in granting it such a lib-
eral amount towards the repatriation of sol-
diers. Tt may he interesting to the House
to know that with the sum of £796,000
the total Commenwealth contribution is now
£1,492,000. My reason for speaking on the
second reading of the Bill is that at the
present time there is a considerable number
of soldiers who have not yet been suceessful
in obtaining land. I am informed that there
are some 1,800 qualified applieants who desire
to take up suifable land in either the wheat
or wool districts, and of that number 300
are specially qualified to undertoke the pur-
suit of agrieulture. The Minister for Lands
has stafed he is not prepared to purchase
estatez for subdivision whilst there remain
on the hands of the department a number of
abandoned heldings. T am given to under-
gtand, however, that these holdings are on o
small senle and more suitable, perhaps, for
pir and poultry raising. Tt is felt by a num-
ber of the soldiers ihat considering the fact
that 1and has irerveased so much in valne
since the war, it has hecome difficult for them
tn obtain zelections. YWhen Crown lands
have been put up for eompetition there have
been so many applicants for the blocks that
the soldiers have been complefely cut out.

Hon. (. A. Kempton: Do they not get
preference?

Hon Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Yes,
bhut what chance has the =oldier when there
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are 200 applications for one bloek? We
have the instance of the Mendel Estate,
quoted by Mr. Kempton the other night,
where there were 40 or 50 applicants for
certain blocks. A suggestion that occurs to
me is that perhaps the time is ripe when
the Government might select a large area of
Crown lands and make that specially avail-
able for soldier settlement, and in that way
get the remainder of the soldiers properly
equipped. 1t must also be remembered that
from the first amount which was handed to
the State by the Federal Government, there
is still a large sumn at eredit. The point I
specially wish to emphasise is this: that the
Commonwealth in the grant of £796,000
made to the State, bave given a sum
far in excess of what the State ex-
peeted to rveceive. There is therefore an
obligation on the State to see that all
soldiers desirous of taking up land are
satisfied and that they. too, shall receive
consideration similar to that extended to
soldiers already settled. TInformation is also
desired as to when the applicants in pos-
session of qualification certificates may ex-
peet to obtain their blocks, and whether they
will be given the same assistance as has
heen given to those now in possession of pro-
perties, namely, half rates for Crown lands,
payment of part fees as allowed wnder the
Discharged Soldier Seftlement Act, and
most important of all. whether the 1.AB.
will extend to them assistanee for eropping
ete. Tt mast be understood that the Com-
monwealth c¢oncession of £796,000 was of-
fered on the understanding that there would
be further inclusions within the soldier set-
tlement scheme. This is evidenced by a
letter which was written by the Prime Min-
ister to the State (roverrnent, and publiched
in the “West Ausiralian” of 10th Qctober
last. I do not purpose reading the whole of
the letter; I shall content myself with gquot-
ing one or two importani points. It says—

Representatives of the Returned Soldicrs’
Ieague have also stated that your Govern-
ment is refusing applications for settlement
from men who secured qualification certificates
in the belief that the State would provide for
their settlement on the land. It is anomalous
that, at the very moment when the Common-
wealth had offered your State financial relief
much in excess of any that you had claimed,
there should he a suggestion to diseontinue the
concessions to new settlers. The ohject of the
inereased Commonwealth grant of £796,000 is
to place the State in a position to deal justly
with settlers, and it is assumed that, as a result
you will give additional help to settlers in
special cases where relief is necessary to enable
them to suceeed, an'd that the additional help

[COUNCII.]

wil be extended not only to old settlers, bu
to others who will be settled in the future.
That is the point that the settlers are now
worrying about. There are at least 300 why
are desirous of taking up land, bui owing
to the increased value of the land whieh ha
been brought abount in a great measure by
the fact that 3,000 soldiers have taken ug
areas—] think the Chicf Secretary told u:
the other night that there were 5,000 settiec
on the land—the men now applying fo
bloeks find themselves in a more difficuds
position than those who were fortunate en
ough to securg their selections earlier. There
fore T lope the Government will take the
matfer into consideration and see that those
who are now desirous of establishing them-
selves on the land will get a fair deal similar
to {hat granted to the men settled in the
carlier days of repairiation, May I also say
thal the soldiers themselves are very grate-
ful for what has been done. They have full
confidence in the Soldier Settlement Board
and they appreeiate the courtesy, advice and
assistance extended to them by Mr. Me
Lartv. One outstanding feature I desire to
stress is that those ex-soldiers who still de-
sire to go on the land will be given a fair
and reasenable opportunily to obtain land
on conditions similar to those granted fo the
men who are already there. T intend to sup-
port the Bill.

- On motion by Hon. E. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

BILL—GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitiee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
W. Kirwan in the Chair, the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 5 to 7—agreed to.
New Clause: Investment of frust moneys:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T move—

That the following new eclause be added to
gtand as Clause 8:—A scction is ingerted in
the prineipal Act as follows:—18a. The State
Savings Bank shall be deemed to be an ineor-
porated bank within the meaning of Section
5 of the Trustec Aet, 1900, and trustecs may
invest or deposit frust funds in the State Sav-
ings Bank at a preseribed rate of interest om
fixed deposit or otherwise.

I have eonferred with the Crown Law au-
thorities in regard to the matter. The new
clause makes provision whereby investments
or deposits of moneys in the State Savings
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Bank will be regarded as authorised trust
investments within the meaning of the Trus-
tee Act. Under the Trustee Aet. 1900, a
list is given of authorised investmentis that
may be made by irustees, and amongst the
number anthorised we hnd deposits may be
made in any incorporated or joint stock
bank. Strange to say, there is no reference
to deposits in the State Savings Bank, and
with the object of overroming any question
that may arise as to trustees investing money
in the State Savings Bank, the new clause
is submitted.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Should not that be
in the Trustee Act?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Not npecessarily.
Sesing that we are dealing with moneys de-
posited in the State Savings Bank, it can be
ineorporated in the Bill now before uns.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Vil it caver the posi-
tion?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, it will be
quite sufficient.

The CHIEF SFECRETARY: 1 bave not
had an opportnnity of consulting Cabinet
regarding the new clause, but I have no
hesitation in accepiing it and I thank Mr.
Yicholsen for ‘he action he has taken.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you certain that
this is the right BRill in which to insert the
now clause? The principle is all right.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: T think this
is the proper frizce, hecause there have heen
similar amendments agreed to in measures
affecting other Aets. Tn addition to that,
Mr. Nicholson has heen in consnltation with
the Crown Law authorities.

New clanse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—WYALCATCHEM RATES
VALIDATION.

Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—-Central® [5.19] in moving the second
reading said: From time to time the Gov-
ernment are valled npon to bring down a
Bill to ratify some action of a loeal author-
ity which, through an error of omission, has
not been in eonforwity with the law. The
Wryaleatchem. Road Board is the latest local
guthority to find itself in sueh a pesition.
Under the Road Distriets Act, road boards
cannot legally strike rates on the annual
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value without first obtaining the consent of
the Governor in Council. The Wyalcatchem
Road Board struck such a rate during the
year 1925 withont this necessary authority.
There was nothing wrong about the matter.
1t was simply an oversight on the part of
the gentleman performing the duties of the
secretary during tle latter’s absence owing
to illness. The Bill will legalise the collee-
tion of the rates by the board for that year
I move—
That the Bill be now rcad.a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seecond time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central—in reply) [5.25]: In reply
to Mr. Harris T desire to explain that scalps
are paid for by the various vermin boards
throughout the Siate immediately on pre-
sentation of the scalps. There is no delay
in pavment to fhe owners of fhose secalps.
The boards obtain the Government bonus
as snon As they present the vouchers.

Hon. E. H, Harris: 1t will not be affected
by the collection of the money by the Taza-
tion Departmant.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As soon
as the vouchers are produced to the Agri-
cultural Department, the money will be
forthcoming.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about boards in
the back couniry where they may have tfo
finante the honus for 100 scalps? 1Is there
any provision made to overcome that posi-
tion ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I eannot say
what would happen in that ease. No doubt
provision will he made hy the department to
meet such a contingency.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The departmental
officers talk zhont sealps being brought
down here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I have
hrought that phase of the question nnder
the notice of :he Agricultural Department.
The collections will be paid in to the Trea-



876

sury but the accounts will be handled by the
Agrienltural Department. Mr. Harris indi-
cated that scalps were being bronght in
from ontside the State and eontended that
{he Stale was paying for the destruction
of vermin from another State. Tt is ad-
mitted that there is a possibility of ghat
being done.

Houn. . W. Miles: But there is a heavy
penalty provided for such an offence.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. The
boards naturully take all possible precau-
tions to proteet their funds and, as Mr.
Miles has pointed out, there is a penalty of
£250 or 12 months’ imprisonment, for
trafficking.

Hon. E. . Harris: Those concerned are
well aware of that too.

The CHIEW SKECRETARY: When the
Act is fully in operation—it is not in opera-
tion at the present time--every precauntion
will be taken by the Acrvieultural Depart-
ment to prevent unlawful trafficking in
scalps. Mr. Stewart objected tb the Trea-
sury taking charge of the fund raised by
taxation under the Vermin Aet. All Gov-
ernment moneys ave Kept in the Treasury.
Mr. Stewart is mistaken in saving that the
funds will be collected by the Treasurv. As
a matler of fazet, they will be collected by
the Taxatinon Depavtment, and the Agrienl-
tural Department will be able to draw upon
the Treasury for all fuads required for the
administration of the Aect.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will anv surplus be
used for purposes other than those outlined
in the Act?

The CHTEF SECRETARY: This fund
ean be expended only in accordance with
the Act. The money eannot he diverted to
any foreign purpnse. It is immaterial,
therefore, whether the funds are kept at the
Agrieultural Department or at the Treasury.
Reference was made by some hon. members
to the respectve rating of pastoralists and
agricolturists.  That question was fully de-
bhated last year,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: But the position has
altered since, and now the agriculturists’
rates have heen ncarly doubled.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I trust the
fuestion will not be reopened this year while
we are considering the Rill that seeks merely
to alter a machinery section of the Act and
to provide against one deficiency. There
are other suggosted amendments, but I pre-
fer to wait and sce them on the Netice
Paper. An Advisorv Board has been ap-
poinfed ander Section 10 of last vear’s

. [COUNCIL.]

Vermin Aet Awmendment Aect, but it is nob
functioning. There is 3 very good reason
for that; there ure no funds and the Minister
is awaiting the passage of this legislation
which will greatly facilitate ecollections.
With regard to Mr. Glasheen’s references to
kangaroos, 1 would inform that hon. member
that the grey kangaroo is protected through-
out the south-western portions of the State.
Brush, wallabies, red kangaroos (or euros)
are not protected. The grey kangaroo may
be taken for food purposes only; in other
words it may not be hunted for the sale of
its skin only in the South-WVestern reserve
for kangarocos. This concession has proved
of considerable value to settlers and others
who are not fortunately situated in respect
to food supplies. Over 1,000 licenses to take
the grey kangaroo for food purposes are
granted cach ycar. At different seasons of
the year and in diffevent parts of the South-
Western division, the grey kangaroo becomes
more or less plentiful, and at times causes
damage to crops and fences. In my own dis-
trict the kangaroo at present is a greater’
pest than the rabbit, Tn such eircumstances,
however, authority to destroy for a stated
period may be and is grauted to settlers Ly
the Mintster under Section 21 of the Game
Act. If any settler wishes to destroy kan-
garoos that are damaging his crop or in-
Juring his garden, all he has to do is to sub-
mit a case to the department and the matier
will receive favourable consideration.

Hon. G. W, Miles: You can exempt a dis-
triet under the Aect, and include euros as
vermin, !

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That can he
done.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

RETURN—LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS.

Dehate resamed from the 7th September
on the following motion hy the Hon. I
Stewart—

That a tabulated statement, similar to Table
A7 in the seventeenth amnual report of the
Commissioner of Taxation, giving analyses of
the- State land tax assessments for the years
subsequent to the 30th Tune, 1922, be laid
on the Table of the House.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[5.331: T understand that the motion in the
form in which it was amended by Mr. Stew-
art and placed helore the Hounse is accepi-
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able to the Minister, and therefore no fur-
ther debate is necessary.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Mr. Stewart desires
the motion to be adjourned till Tuesday,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.34]: There is no need
for an adjournment becanse the motion, in
its present form, is acceptable to the Gov-
ernment, The information ean be supplied
without great diffieulty.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.35 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 9th September, 1326,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—HELENA RIVER BRIDGE,
GUILDFORD.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minister
tfor Works: In connection with qguestions
answered on 23th Aungust relating to the
ironwork for the Helena River Bridge, 1, did
the reply concerning the ironwork inclnde
bolts? 2, Tf not, were all the bolts used on
the bridge manufactured in the State? 3,
It not, where were they made?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Order for ironwork, consisting of straps,
stirrups. and holis. was placed with loeal
manufacturing firms and to the best of the
department’s knowledgr at time of replying
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to previous questions, was manufactured in
the State; it has since been ascertained that a
proportion of the bolts was obtained from
the Eastern States by the firms in question.
2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—PETROL TAX.

AMr. THOMSON  (without notice} asked
the Minister for Works: Yesterday I asked -
what was the amount collected on petrol by
the Commissioner of Taxation for the quar-
ter ended 30th June last. The reply I re-
ceived gave figures identically the same as
those for the guarter ended 30th March last.
Was the reply furnished yesterday correct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The figures were supplied by the accountant
and an error may have crept in. T will make
inguiries and let the. hon. member have a
reply on Tuesday next.

BILL—TRAYTFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from 31lst August.

MB. LATHAM (York) {4.33]: There are
many features of the Bill that will commend
themselves to the House, but at the same time
there are some respecting which the Minister
must expect some criticism, The measure
refers principally to bus traffic in the met-
ropolitan area and it is eertain that there
must be regulations to control that traffie.
There are some restrictive and even prohibi-
tive powers in the Bill with which the Op-
position members are not likely to see eve
to eve. The Bill is essentially a Committee
measure and can be better dealt with then
than during the second reading stage, be-
canse it consists mainly of amendments ‘o
the principal Act. Tt is admitied that many
alterations are necessary in order to enntrol
traflie effeetively, partieularly in view of the
tremendous growth of road transportation
in recent times. T propose to leave matters
relating to the bus traffic principally to
members representing the metropslitan area.
To a great extent the Bill relicves the Min-
ister of eontrol, which has been handed over
to the Commissianer of Police. T do mot
know that that is a very wise provision.
Not very lonz azo there was an instance
where a loeal governing bodv did certain
thines and it was necessary for an Aet of
Parliament to be passed to compel them to
do what the people desired. Tt doas not



